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Chesterfield financial planning guide

Prepared October 2026 | General information, not personal advice

Financial planning in Chesterfield should start with your household's needs, resources and

timing, not assumptions about where you live. Review pensions, savings, investments,

protection and estate arrangements together. Local evidence can provide context, but it

cannot establish personal suitability. Choose an appropriately authorised adviser and

understand fees before committing.

Important risks

Where money is invested, its value and income can fall as well as rise and you may get back less

than you invest. No return or retirement outcome is guaranteed.

Cover depends on policy terms, eligibility, exclusions and underwriting. Not every illness or inability

to work results in a payment. Do not cancel existing cover before any appropriate replacement is

confirmed and effective.

Tax treatment depends on individual circumstances and may change in the future. A general

example does not establish your relief, allowance or tax liability.

General information only, not personalised financial, tax or legal advice. Suitability and available

relief depend on your circumstances. Obtain appropriate advice before acting on a product, transfer

or legal arrangement.

Castle Stonebridge Limited is an Appointed Representative of Rosemount Financial Solutions (IFA)

Limited, which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Rosemount Financial

Solutions (IFA) Limited is entered on the Financial Services Register under reference 535515.

Castle Stonebridge Limited is registered in England and Wales (Company Number: 13634490).

Registered Address: Sunny Bank, 12 Albion Road, Chesterfield, United Kingdom, S40 1LJ. The

information on this website is subject to the UK regulatory regime and is intended for consumers in

the UK

Before you begin

Castle Stonebridge's existing Chesterfield adviser page remains the local service landing page.

This guide has a different purpose: helping readers organise financial questions, understand the

sources behind general information and prepare for an advice conversation. It does not establish an

individual tax position, pension entitlement or investment recommendation. Financial planning

should reflect actual spending, family responsibilities and the resilience needed if income or

circumstances change.
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Terms in plain English

Capacity for loss

The financial ability to absorb losses without undermining essential spending or the purpose of the

money. It differs from willingness to take risk.

Chesterfield means a defined geography

The ONS Chesterfield local-authority area is E07000034. Its statistics are not interchangeable with

a parliamentary constituency, a postcode catchment or every nearby town. Census 2021

first-release figures described around 103,600 residents in the borough, compared with around

103,800 in 2011. Those rounded counts describe a historical census comparison, not today's

population. The number of residents aged 65 and over increased by 15.6% over that period. This is

a change in an age-group count, not the percentage of residents who are retired or who need

financial advice. The underlying Census 2021 release was published on 28 June 2022 and relates

to Census Day, 21 March 2021.

Sources: O03, O07

Why that context cannot decide your retirement plan

An older population profile can make clear retirement information useful, but an age statistic cannot

reveal an individual's pension balance, wealth or capacity for loss. Begin with scheme statements,

State Pension forecasts and actual household costs. A couple should consider both partners'

retirement dates and the income left for either survivor. People still working beyond age 65 should

not be categorised as retired simply because of the census age band.

Sources: O03, M02, G06

A dated business snapshot, not a sales estimate

The ONS UK business workbook for 2026 records 3,435 VAT and/or PAYE-based enterprises in

Chesterfield local authority in Table 1, using an IDBR snapshot taken on 13 March 2026 and

released on 24 September 2026. Counts are control-rounded to a base of five. The series does not

enumerate every informal or unregistered activity and does not measure individual business wealth,

insurance need or employee demand. Owners should assess profit dependence, borrowing, legal

arrangements and personal income using their own records.

Sources: O04, B01

The real office and wider area

The firm's published trading-office details identify Tapton Park Innovation Centre, Brimington Road,

Chesterfield, S41 0TZ. The registered-office address is a different legal address and should not be

presented as a second advice branch. Confirm meeting arrangements, accessibility and
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appointment availability directly before travelling. The existing location resources cover Dronfield,

Bolsover, Staveley, Matlock and Bakewell, alongside a wider corridor including Worksop, Mansfield,

Sheffield, Rotherham and Barnsley. These pages describe a service area, not a claim that there is

an office in every town.

Sources: W01

Choosing advice and preparing for a first conversation

Check the firm and relevant permissions through official FCA services using independently

obtained contact information. Ask whether the advice is independent or restricted and what that

means for the service being discussed. Authorisation, professional qualifications and Chartered

status are distinct matters; none is a guarantee of investment performance. Obtain the fee basis

and scope in writing. Bring pension statements, a household budget, protection documents and the

questions you want answered. Ask the firm to confirm its actual consultation process rather than

assuming this guide describes a standard free package.

Sources: F05, M15, M10

I have several old pensions. Should I consolidate them?

Start with a schedule of providers, scheme types, charges and retirement dates. Ask each provider

for a written statement of guarantees, protected benefits and exit terms, not just the latest fund

value. Compare the cost of leaving the plans where they are with the total cost of transferring and

receiving ongoing advice. Consolidating selected defined contribution plans does not require

moving every pension.

Decision boundary: A transfer can permanently remove valuable benefits; lower administration

effort does not prove better value. Ask the adviser: Which benefits would I lose, and what is the

total cost of keeping each pension instead?

Sources: M12, F01

How much pension do I need for the retirement I want?

Build the spending estimate from actual household transactions, adjusting for costs that may stop

and new costs that may arise. Keep home maintenance, travel and replacement purchases visible

rather than hiding them in an average monthly figure. Distinguish gross pension income from

spendable income after tax. A projection is a planning aid, not a promise about future returns or

lifespan.

Decision boundary: A target based on average lifestyles may not match your obligations or chosen

retirement. Ask the adviser: Which spending is essential, and what income gap remains after tax

and secure pensions?
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Sources: M02, G23, G06

Should I invest a £100,000 lump sum?

Divide the money by purpose before selecting products: imminent spending, contingency reserves

and genuinely longer-term objectives. Identify whether the sum follows an inheritance or sale with

tax obligations still unsettled. Compare investing at once with staged investment as a

risk-management preference, not a guaranteed market-timing advantage. Document how losses

would affect the goal.

Decision boundary: Money needed soon may have to be withdrawn after an investment fall. Ask the

adviser: Which part can stay invested through losses without compromising essential plans?

Sources: F02, F03, M09

Do I have enough life insurance?

Separate mortgage repayment from the continuing costs of raising children or supporting a partner.

Include unpaid caring work that might need replacing. Check the cover term against the actual

period of dependency and review beneficiaries. Existing savings should be included carefully rather

than assumed available for every emergency and long-term goal simultaneously.

Decision boundary: Too little cover can leave a shortfall; unsuitable terms may not support the

intended need. Ask the adviser: Which obligations would remain after a death, and what resources

are genuinely available?

Sources: M05, M11

How do I work out whether Inheritance Tax may affect my estate?

Record each asset's owner and value date, along with liabilities and previous gifts. Distinguish

assets covered by a will from those governed by another arrangement. Check spouse or

civil-partner treatment and whether residence-related allowances apply. Future pension tax

changes should be recorded separately from the rules currently in force, not silently included as

today's law.

Decision boundary: An incomplete inventory or assumed allowance can materially understate

potential estate liabilities. Ask the adviser: Which assets, gifts and conditional allowances are

included in this estimate?

Sources: G14, G15, G24, G26

Does my business need key-person protection?

Identify the business losses a policy is intended to fund: reduced profit, recruiting a replacement or

maintaining operations. Keep that purpose distinct from buying an owner's shares or repaying a
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specified loan. Prepare evidence for a proportionate cover amount. Product terms and ownership

need checking; a calculator cannot establish an insurer's acceptance or the tax treatment of

premiums.

Decision boundary: Cover may not match the actual financial exposure or the event that disrupts

the business. Ask the adviser: What measurable financial loss are we insuring, and who would own

and receive the policy benefit?

Sources: B01, B02

How much should I keep in accessible savings?

List the bills that continue if income stops and the time before any sick pay or insurance begins.

Add near-term known spending separately, so it does not consume the emergency reserve

unexpectedly. A household with variable self-employed earnings may need a different approach

from one with dependable multiple incomes. Review the reserve after material changes.

Decision boundary: Insufficient access can force borrowing or the sale of investments during a

downturn. Ask the adviser: How long could we pay essentials before needing borrowing or

investment sales?

Sources: M09, D01

I earn over £100,000. Is my pension annual allowance automatically

reduced?

Separate the personal Income Tax position from the pension annual-allowance calculation.

Employer contributions, variable bonuses and other income can make the pension tests differ from

headline salary. Gather the relevant tax-year figures before considering extra contributions. A

high-earner review should explain the calculation, available relief and liquidity trade-offs without

promising a particular tax saving.

Decision boundary: Incorrect income definitions can result in an unexpected pension tax charge.

Ask the adviser: How have you calculated threshold income and adjusted income for this tax year?

Sources: G01, G02, G03

Why can an NHS pension create an annual-allowance issue when my

contributions look modest?

Distinguish the NHS benefit statement from the pension savings statement used for

annual-allowance assessment. Check whether remedy-related recalculations or corrected figures

apply to the relevant year. Combine scheme figures with any private or employer pension inputs

outside the NHS. A statement delay does not establish that no reporting obligation exists, so obtain

help with deadlines where necessary.
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Decision boundary: Using salary deductions in place of the scheme's input amount can materially

misstate pension saving. Ask the adviser: Are these the final pension input figures for the correct

year and scheme sections?

Sources: N02, G01, G03

What financial planning should we review before having a baby?

Estimate the income change during leave and the likely cost of childcare or reduced hours

afterwards. Include the financial value of unpaid caring work when reviewing protection. Check

existing wills and nominations and decide whether child savings can be committed without

weakening family resilience. A Junior ISA transfers ownership to the child, so that decision should

be explicit.

Decision boundary: Long-term child saving can leave the household short of money during a

reduced-income period. Ask the adviser: How will we fund leave and care, and what happens if

either parent cannot work?

Sources: M05, M09, G13, G18

Your preparation checklist

- Use the Chesterfield service page for actual local contact details.

- Keep pension access and retirement affordability separate.

- Check employer benefits and personal protection gaps.

- Coordinate estate questions with legal and tax professionals.

- Confirm advice permissions, fees and review responsibilities.

Next steps

Use the Financial Health Check as a general starting point, not a suitability assessment or

regulated recommendation. The questions and guides linked here are intended to help you prepare.

If advice is appropriate, a separate assessment of your circumstances and objectives is needed.

No local statistic establishes that you should buy, transfer or invest.

General information only, not personalised financial, tax or legal advice. Suitability and available

relief depend on your circumstances. Obtain appropriate advice before acting on a product, transfer

or legal arrangement.
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Sources and further reading

O03: Office for National Statistics - Tell us whether you accept cookies

https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/censuspopulationchange/E07000034/

Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date not stated; retrieval is not a publication date.

O07: Office for National Statistics - Population and household estimates, England and Wales: Census

2021

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/bulletins

/populationandhouseholdestimatesenglandandwales/census2021

Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date: 2022-06-28.

O04: Office for National Statistics - Dataset  UK business: activity, size and location

https://www.ons.gov.uk/businessindustryandtrade/business/activitysizeandlocation/datasets/ukbusinessactivit

ysizeandlocation

Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date: 2026-09-24.

W01: Castle Stonebridge public website (firm claim; not independent credential verification) -

Independent Financial Adviser in Chesterfield

https://castlestonebridge.co.uk/financial-advisor/chesterfield

Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date not stated; retrieval is not a publication date.

M02: MoneyHelper / Money and Pensions Service - What can I do with my pension pot?

https://www.moneyhelper.org.uk/en/pensions-and-retirement/pension-wise/pension-pot-options

Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date not stated; retrieval is not a publication date.

G06: GOV.UK - Check your State Pension forecast

https://www.gov.uk/check-state-pension

Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date not stated; retrieval is not a publication date.

F05: Financial Conduct Authority - How to check a firm or individual is authorised

https://www.fca.org.uk/consumers/how-check-firm-individual-authorised

Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date: 2023-03-20.

M15: MoneyHelper / Money and Pensions Service - How to choose a financial adviser

https://www.moneyhelper.org.uk/en/getting-help-and-advice/financial-advisers/choosing-a-financial-adviser

Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date not stated; retrieval is not a publication date.

M10: MoneyHelper / Money and Pensions Service - How much does a financial adviser cost?

https://www.moneyhelper.org.uk/en/getting-help-and-advice/financial-advisers/guide-to-financial-adviser-fees
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Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date not stated; retrieval is not a publication date.

M12: MoneyHelper / Money and Pensions Service - Should I transfer or combine my pensions?

https://www.moneyhelper.org.uk/en/pensions-and-retirement/pension-transfers-consolidation/transfer-or-com

bine-pensions

Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date not stated; retrieval is not a publication date.

F01: Financial Conduct Authority - Considering a defined benefit pension transfer

https://www.fca.org.uk/consumers/pension-transfer-defined-benefit

Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date: 2020-06-04.

G23: HMRC / GOV.UK - Tax when you get a pension

https://www.gov.uk/tax-on-pension

Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date not stated; retrieval is not a publication date.

F02: Financial Conduct Authority - Investment risk and return

https://www.fca.org.uk/investsmart/risk-returns

Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date not stated; retrieval is not a publication date.

F03: Financial Conduct Authority - Diversification limitations

https://www.fca.org.uk/investsmart/diversification

Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date not stated; retrieval is not a publication date.

M09: MoneyHelper / Money and Pensions Service - Emergency savings - how much is enough?

https://www.moneyhelper.org.uk/en/savings/types-of-savings/emergency-savings-how-much-is-enough

Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date not stated; retrieval is not a publication date.

M05: MoneyHelper / Money and Pensions Service - What is life insurance?

https://www.moneyhelper.org.uk/en/everyday-money/insurance/what-is-life-insurance

Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date not stated; retrieval is not a publication date.

M11: MoneyHelper / Money and Pensions Service - How to get your finances in order before you die

https://www.moneyhelper.org.uk/en/family-and-care/death-and-bereavement/putting-your-financial-affairs-in-o

rder-if-you-get-ill-or-die-making-a-will-and-more

Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date not stated; retrieval is not a publication date.

G14: HMRC / GOV.UK - How Inheritance Tax works: thresholds, rules and allowances

https://www.gov.uk/inheritance-tax

Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date not stated; retrieval is not a publication date.

G15: HMRC / GOV.UK - How Inheritance Tax works: thresholds, rules and allowances
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https://www.gov.uk/inheritance-tax/gifts

Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date not stated; retrieval is not a publication date.

G24: HMRC / GOV.UK - IHTM47001 - Long-term UK residence test: Introduction and when domicile

will remain relevant

https://www.gov.uk/hmrc-internal-manuals/inheritance-tax-manual/ihtm47001

Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date not stated; retrieval is not a publication date.

G26: HMRC / GOV.UK - Inheritance Tax on pensions: technical note

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/inheritance-tax-on-pensions-technical-note

Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date: 2026-05-11.

B01: Royal London (insurer technical guidance, not neutral product endorsement) - A guide to

business protection insurance

https://adviser.royallondon.com/technical-central/protection-guidance/business-protection/a-guide-to-business

-protection

Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date: 2025-09-09.

B02: Royal London (insurer technical guidance) - Business protection - Companies - Key person

insurance

https://adviser.royallondon.com/technical-central/protection-guidance/business-protection/business-protection

-companies-key-person-protection

Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date: 2025-09-16.

D01: Financial Services Compensation Scheme - Banks, building societies and credit unions

https://www.fscs.org.uk/what-we-cover/banks-building-societies/

Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date not stated; retrieval is not a publication date.

G01: HMRC / GOV.UK - Tax on your private pension contributions

https://www.gov.uk/tax-on-your-private-pension/annual-allowance

Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date not stated; retrieval is not a publication date.

G02: HMRC / GOV.UK - Tax on your private pension contributions

https://www.gov.uk/tax-on-your-private-pension/tax-relief

Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date not stated; retrieval is not a publication date.

G03: HMRC / GOV.UK - Tax-year-specific pension allowances

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/rates-and-allowances-pension-schemes/pension-schemes-rates

Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date not stated; retrieval is not a publication date.

N02: NHS Business Services Authority - Annual allowance
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https://www.nhsbsa.nhs.uk/member-hub/annual-allowance

Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date not stated; retrieval is not a publication date.

G13: GOV.UK - Junior Individual Savings Accounts (ISA)

https://www.gov.uk/junior-individual-savings-accounts

Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date not stated; retrieval is not a publication date.

G18: GOV.UK - Making a will

https://www.gov.uk/make-will

Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date not stated; retrieval is not a publication date.

Discuss your questions

For a discussion of your circumstances, contact Castle Stonebridge on 01246 308249 or visit

https://castlestonebridge.co.uk. Any personal recommendation requires an individual assessment.
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