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Derbyshire financial planning guide

Prepared October 2026 | General information, not personal advice

A Derbyshire financial plan should reflect your circumstances rather than a county average.
Connect pension dates, household spending, accessible savings, protection and estate
guestions, using current official guidance. County evidence provides context only. Check
the adviser's actual office, service arrangements, permissions and fees; a service area is
not a network of branches.

Important risks

Where money is invested, its value and income can fall as well as rise and you may get back less
than you invest. No return or retirement outcome is guaranteed.

Cover depends on policy terms, eligibility, exclusions and underwriting. Not every illness or inability
to work results in a payment. Do not cancel existing cover before any appropriate replacement is
confirmed and effective.

Tax treatment depends on individual circumstances and may change in the future. A general
example does not establish your relief, allowance or tax liability.

General information only, not personalised financial, tax or legal advice. Suitability and available
relief depend on your circumstances. Obtain appropriate advice before acting on a product, transfer
or legal arrangement.

Castle Stonebridge Limited is an Appointed Representative of Rosemount Financial Solutions (IFA)
Limited, which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Rosemount Financial
Solutions (IFA) Limited is entered on the Financial Services Register under reference 535515.

Castle Stonebridge Limited is registered in England and Wales (Company Number: 13634490).
Registered Address: Sunny Bank, 12 Albion Road, Chesterfield, United Kingdom, S40 1LJ. The
information on this website is subject to the UK regulatory regime and is intended for consumers in
the UK

Before you begin

This county guide is a navigation and preparation resource, not a set of identical town pages.
Castle Stonebridge's existing Derbyshire adviser page remains the service-intent destination. The
guide brings together different planning questions while making clear what official local data can
and cannot show. It does not infer wealth, employment or retirement readiness from a postcode.
Advice about a particular pension, investment, insurance policy or estate requires the appropriate
individual assessment.
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Terms in plain English

MSOA

A Middle layer Super Output Area: a statistical geography used for some modelled
household-income estimates, not automatically a named town.

The county is not Derby city

The ONS Derbyshire county area is E10000007. Its lower-tier areas include Amber Valley,
Bolsover, Chesterfield, Derbyshire Dales, Erewash, High Peak, North East Derbyshire and South
Derbyshire. Derby city is a separate unitary area. County indicators should not be relabelled as
figures for Matlock, Bakewell or Dronfield, and South Yorkshire or Nottinghamshire service-area
locations must not be described as part of Derbyshire. Match the geography before quoting a local
statistic.

Sources: 002

Use the right level of income evidence

ONS small-area income estimates for the financial year ending 2023 were released on 10
December 2025 and describe modelled household measures for Middle layer Super Output Areas.
They are not individual salaries, adviser-client wealth figures or a ready-made town average. A
town-level income conclusion needs a validated local extract and the correct area lookup, not an
assumed share of county income. A county or town profile needs the correct area lookup and
uncertainty treatment before any numerical interpretation is published.

Sources: 005

Business counts and retirement context need different evidence

The 2026 ONS business dataset uses a 13 March 2026 IDBR snapshot and was released on 24
September 2026. An enterprise, a local operating unit and a Companies House registration are
different concepts. Do not sum inconsistent geographical or unit definitions to create a county
business total. Age indicators likewise do not establish retirement status or pension sufficiency. The
dated Chesterfield census comparison is borough evidence, not a Derbyshire county finding.

Sources: 004, 003, O07

Planning when work, family or residence changes

A job move can alter pension and protection benefits, while self-employment separates business
liabilities from household spending. Families may need a different cash-flow plan after a birth,
separation or care need. A director should obtain accountant-confirmed figures before treating
company cash as personal resources. None of these situations is presumed to apply because
someone lives in a particular Derbyshire district. Follow the relevant topic guide and use the actual
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records behind the decision.

Sources: G08, M08, M09, G31

Local access without invented branches or distances

The published trading office is in Chesterfield at Tapton Park Innovation Centre, Brimington Road,
S41 0TZ. Confirm appointments and access directly with the firm. Existing town and service pages
remain the local pathways, including Dronfield, Bolsover, Staveley, Matlock and Bakewell. This
guide does not claim travel times, branch addresses, accessibility features or opening hours that
have not been verified for publication. Wider corridor locations can be relevant to the service area
without being within the county.

Sources: W01, W02

A careful adviser comparison

Use the FCA's own checking services and independently obtained contact details. Ask about
independent or restricted advice, expertise relevant to the issue and which permissions are needed.
Compare the full fee and service scope, including whether ongoing reviews are appropriate.
Request the actual consultation process and what documents to bring. A local address,
qualification label or authorisation entry does not guarantee a particular result, and this guide does
not certify any unverified credential.

Sources: F05, M15, M10

Will the normal minimum pension age affect my early-retirement plans?

MoneyHelper explains the scheduled increase in the normal minimum pension age from 55 to 57 in
April 2028, subject to exceptions and protected rights. Ask each provider for written confirmation of
your scheme's position. State Pension age is a separate date. A cash-flow plan should identify the

years between stopping work and each source of retirement income becoming available.

Decision boundary: Stopping work before funds are legally accessible can create an unplanned
income gap. Ask the adviser: What is the confirmed access date for each pension, including any
protected pension age?

Sources: M02, G04

How should a couple plan when they retire at different times?

Create separate timelines for wages, scheme pensions and State Pension forecasts. Identify which
household bills remain unchanged when one salary stops. Consider how investments and

withdrawals would be managed while one partner still works. Also model the household after either
partner dies, because expenses do not necessarily halve and some pension income may reduce.
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Decision boundary: A plan that works only while both partners are alive may leave a survivor
exposed. Ask the adviser: What changes when the first of us retires, and what income remains for
either survivor?

Sources: M02, M11, G06

What should | do with my State Pension forecast?

Distinguish a forecast based on future qualifying years from the amount supported by the current
record. Record the claim date separately from private pension access dates. Investigate gaps
through official services before paying voluntary contributions. If the forecast changes, update the
retirement income bridge rather than leaving an old estimate in a calculator.

Decision boundary: A forecast relying on future contributions may not be achieved if work or
contributions stop. Ask the adviser: What does the forecast assume, and which years would
genuinely improve my entitlement?

Sources: G06, GO7

Should | save into an ISA or a pension?

Separate short- and medium-term goals from retirement income needs. Include employer pension
contributions before comparing personal saving options. Check how money is taxed when paid in
and when later taken out, rather than comparing only the initial benefit. A combination may serve

different goals, but the proportions require assessment of personal circumstances.

Decision boundary: Overcommitting to a pension can restrict access; choosing investment risk
solely for a wrapper can cause losses. Ask the adviser: Which goal needs accessible money, and
which genuinely belongs to retirement?

Sources: G10, G02, G04

How should a self-employed person assess income protection?

Use accounts and tax records to understand sustainable earnings rather than selecting cover from
turnover. Check the insurer's evidence requirements at application and claim. Separate personal

bills from expenses needed to keep the business running. An occupation involving manual work
also needs a clear explanation of the incapacity definition and any relevant exclusions.

Decision boundary: Claim payments may be limited by the policy's earnings definition and
evidence. Ask the adviser: Which earnings figure would the insurer use at claim, and what evidence
would | need?

Sources: M06, M08
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How could an organisation with 40 or more employees use workplace
financial advice?

Choose topics from questions staff genuinely raise, such as pension statements, retirement
transitions or understanding protection benefits. Agree what a seminar or advice day includes and
what requires a private follow-up. Participation should not expose personal finances to
management. Confirm delivery logistics, fees and privacy arrangements with the firm rather than
inventing a standard package or guaranteed wellbeing benefit.

Decision boundary: Group information can be mistaken for personal advice, and poor privacy
arrangements can deter participation. Ask the adviser: What will be general education, what will be
confidential advice, and how will staff privacy be protected?

Sources: G08, M10, M15

Do overseas assets or moving abroad change my Inheritance Tax
position?

Compile a tax-year residence timeline, not merely current addresses or nationality. Identify foreign
assets and any trust interests separately. HMRC explains that long-term residence can continue to
matter after becoming non-resident. Other countries may apply their own rules, so UK analysis
alone may be insufficient. Older domicile-led summaries should not be presented as the current
general framework.

Decision boundary: Cross-border tax, legal and succession rules can overlap and continue after a
move. Ask the adviser: Which residence years and countries determine the treatment of these
particular assets?

Sources: G24, G21

What should | review financially when changing jobs?

Create a side-by-side benefit schedule using the actual employment documents. Include probation
periods or waiting rules where applicable, and confirm pension enrolment arrangements. Review

whether personal protection's waiting period still matches sick pay. Store old scheme information
even if the account is retained, so administrative changes do not become lost pension records.

Decision boundary: Benefits can have transition gaps or differ materially despite a higher headline
salary. Ask the adviser: Where are the gaps between old and new benefits, and do existing policies
still fit?

Sources: G08, M12, M06
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A parent now needs care. What should the family check first?

Ask for the care-needs assessment and a clear explanation of the financial assessment. Check
whether an existing power of attorney permits the necessary decisions and whether the parent can
make them personally. Keep family contributions and the parent's own resources distinct. Any
property or gift decision needs advice about legal rights and possible deprivation-of-assets
treatment.

Decision boundary: Decisions made without authority or understanding the assessment can create
legal and funding problems. Ask the adviser: Who can make decisions, which assessment applies,
and what support is actually available?

Sources: M14, G17

How should a director compare salary, dividends and pension
contributions?

Start with household spending needs and the company's distributable resources and cash-flow
commitments. Ask the accountant to calculate the actual tax treatment of the remuneration options.
Include existing pension inputs and access restrictions before deciding how much to allocate for
retirement. The analysis should distinguish legitimate company payments from personal investment
decisions.

Decision boundary: A nominally tax-efficient mix can fail household access needs or company
payment requirements. Ask the adviser: How does each option affect company cash, spendable
household income and pension allowances?

Sources: G20, G01, G02, G31

Your preparation checklist

- Identify the actual county, district or town geography.

- Use modelled income estimates only with their proper scope.

- Match scheme and employment documents to the planning question.
- Confirm the firm's real meeting arrangements before travel.

- Ask for advice scope, fees and permissions in writing.

Next steps

The Financial Health Check can help organise questions but does not determine personal suitability
or replace regulated advice. County information cannot establish what is affordable for your
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household. Keep legal and tax questions with the appropriate professionals and review any plan
when the underlying facts change.

General information only, not personalised financial, tax or legal advice. Suitability and available
relief depend on your circumstances. Obtain appropriate advice before acting on a product, transfer
or legal arrangement.

Sources and further reading

002: Office for National Statistics - Derbyshire county E10000007, distinct from Derby city

https://lwww.ons.gov.uk/explore-local-statistics/areas/E10000007-derbyshire

Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date not stated; retrieval is not a publication date.

005: Office for National Statistics - Income estimates for small areas, England and Wales: financial
year ending 2023

https://lwww.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/personalandhouseholdfinances/incomeandwealth/bul
letins/smallareamodelbasedincomeestimates/financialyearending2023

Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date: 2025-12-10.

004: Office for National Statistics - Dataset UK business: activity, size and location

https://lwww.ons.gov.uk/businessindustryandtrade/business/activitysizeandlocation/datasets/ukbusinessactivit
ysizeandlocation

Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date: 2026-09-24.

003: Office for National Statistics - Tell us whether you accept cookies

https://lwww.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/censuspopulationchange/E07000034/

Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date not stated; retrieval is not a publication date.

007: Office for National Statistics - Population and household estimates, England and Wales: Census
2021

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/bulletins
/populationandhouseholdestimatesenglandandwales/census2021

Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date: 2022-06-28.

WO01: Castle Stonebridge public website (firm claim; not independent credential verification) -
Independent Financial Adviser in Chesterfield

https://castlestonebridge.co.uk/financial-advisor/chesterfield
Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date not stated; retrieval is not a publication date.

WO02: Castle Stonebridge public website - Independent Financial Adviser in Derbyshire

https://castlestonebridge.co.uk/financial-advisor/derbyshire
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Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date not stated; retrieval is not a publication date.

G08: GOV.UK - Workplace pensions

https://www.gov.uk/workplace-pensions

Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date not stated; retrieval is not a publication date.

MO08: MoneyHelper / Money and Pensions Service - Personal insurance when you're self-employed

https://www.moneyhelper.org.uk/en/work/self-employment/personal-insurance-when-self-employed
Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date not stated; retrieval is not a publication date.

M09: MoneyHelper / Money and Pensions Service - Emergency savings - how much is enough?

https://lwww.moneyhelper.org.uk/en/savings/types-of-savings/emergency-savings-how-much-is-enough

Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date not stated; retrieval is not a publication date.

G31: HMRC / GOV.UK - Corporation Tax

https://www.gov.uk/corporation-tax
Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date not stated; retrieval is not a publication date.

FO5: Financial Conduct Authority - How to check a firm or individual is authorised

https://lwww.fca.org.uk/consumers/how-check-firm-individual-authorised
Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date: 2023-03-20.

M15: MoneyHelper / Money and Pensions Service - How to choose a financial adviser

https://www.moneyhelper.org.uk/en/getting-help-and-advice/financial-advisers/choosing-a-financial-adviser
Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date not stated; retrieval is not a publication date.

M10: MoneyHelper / Money and Pensions Service - How much does a financial adviser cost?

https://lwww.moneyhelper.org.uk/en/getting-help-and-advice/financial-advisers/guide-to-financial-adviser-fees

Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date not stated; retrieval is not a publication date.

MO02: MoneyHelper / Money and Pensions Service - What can | do with my pension pot?

https://www.moneyhelper.org.uk/en/pensions-and-retirement/pension-wise/pension-pot-options

Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date not stated; retrieval is not a publication date.

G04: GOV.UK - Personal pensions

https://lwww.gov.uk/personal-pensions-your-rights/how-you-can-take-pension

Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date not stated; retrieval is not a publication date.

M11: MoneyHelper / Money and Pensions Service - How to get your finances in order before you die

https://www.moneyhelper.org.uk/en/family-and-care/death-and-bereavement/putting-your-financial-affairs-in-o
rder-if-you-get-ill-or-die-making-a-will-and-more
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Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date not stated; retrieval is not a publication date.

G06: GOV.UK - Check your State Pension forecast

https://lwww.gov.uk/check-state-pension

Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date not stated; retrieval is not a publication date.

G07: GOV.UK - Voluntary National Insurance

https://www.gov.uk/voluntary-national-insurance-contributions

Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date not stated; retrieval is not a publication date.

G10: HMRC / GOV.UK - Individual Savings Accounts (ISAs)

https://lwww.gov.uk/individual-savings-accounts
Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date not stated; retrieval is not a publication date.

G02: HMRC / GOV.UK - Tax on your private pension contributions

https://lwww.gov.uk/tax-on-your-private-pension/tax-relief

Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date not stated; retrieval is not a publication date.

MO06: MoneyHelper / Money and Pensions Service - What is income protection insurance?

https://lwww.moneyhelper.org.uk/en/everyday-money/insurance/what-is-income-protection-insurance

Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date not stated; retrieval is not a publication date.

G24: HMRC / GOV.UK - IHTM47001 - Long-term UK residence test: Introduction and when domicile
will remain relevant

https://www.gov.uk/hmrc-internal-manuals/inheritance-tax-manual/ihtm47001

Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date not stated; retrieval is not a publication date.

G21: HMRC / GOV.UK - Tax on foreign income

https://www.gov.uk/tax-foreign-income/residence
Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date not stated; retrieval is not a publication date.

M12: MoneyHelper / Money and Pensions Service - Should | transfer or combine my pensions?

https://www.moneyhelper.org.uk/en/pensions-and-retirement/pension-transfers-consolidation/transfer-or-com
bine-pensions

Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date not stated; retrieval is not a publication date.

M14: MoneyHelper / Money and Pensions Service - Beginner's guide to paying for long-term care

https://www.moneyhelper.org.uk/en/family-and-care/long-term-care/means-tests-for-help-with-care-costs-how
-they-work

Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date not stated; retrieval is not a publication date.
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G17: GOV.UK - Make, register or end a lasting power of attorney

https://www.gov.uk/power-of-attorney

Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date not stated; retrieval is not a publication date.

G20: HMRC / GOV.UK - Tax on dividends

https://lwww.gov.uk/tax-on-dividends

Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date not stated; retrieval is not a publication date.

G01: HMRC / GOV.UK - Tax on your private pension contributions

https://www.gov.uk/tax-on-your-private-pension/annual-allowance

Retrieved 2026-10-02. Source publication date not stated; retrieval is not a publication date.

Discuss your questions

For a discussion of your circumstances, contact Castle Stonebridge on 01246 308249 or visit
https://castlestonebridge.co.uk. Any personal recommendation requires an individual assessment.
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